Physics Welcome Letter/2008-2009
e-mail: rblanski@avhsd.org
Website: www.rblanski.com
Phone: 661-9445209 x220
Office hours for tutoring: Thursday 2:30-3:30

Welcome to the exciting world of Physics!! I look forward to working with you over the course of the school year.  Work hard and believe in yourself and your efforts will pay off.  The following procedures will help us to get the most out of our time together. 
I. Course Requirements:
The students will be required to read specific chapters in the text, complete one major project per semester, perform experiments and write lab reports, complete homework, listen to and take notes during the lectures, and pass written tests and quizzes.

You are expected to bring all necessary working materials to class every day. This includes pen (blue or black), pencil, notebook, ruler and eraser.

II.  Attendance:

A.  Attendance in this course is imperative.  Attendance shall be taken at the beginning of each class.  You are considered late if you are not in your seat and working on the problem of the day when the bell rings. I will deal with tardy according to school rules.
B.  Be aware of missed work.  You are responsible for getting all work missed from a classmate, and all handouts missed from me.
C.  If you are absent the day of a test or quiz for an excused reason, you will be expected to take the test or quiz on the day you return to school.  Do NOT expect to make up tests or quizzes during class time.  They may be taken before or after school.

III.  Class Management:  Classroom management will include:

A. Raising your hand to be recognized for questions or comments.

B. Don't interrupt the learning process.

C. Show respect.

D. Class time is for physics work only.

E. All information on the board or overhead is important and is to be copied down in your notes.

F. As a staff at LHS, we are trying to maintain food-free classrooms throughout the campus.  There will be no food or drink allowed in my classroom at any time this year.  

G. You must obtain a signed pass before leaving the room.
IV. Homework and Assignments:
· Spend time at home going over your drills and class notes.  Reading corresponding sections of the textbook or reworking solved problems often helps.  Expect to receive a homework assignment for each chapter in the textbook.  Homework will be collected at the end of each chapter.
· Always Title your assignments and Show All Your Work to get full credits.
V.   When - What ?
	Date
	Chapters

	August/September/October
	Chapters 1-6

	November/December
	Chapters 7, 8, 9

	January/February/March/April
	Chapters 10-12,14, 21-24& Review for the CST


VI. Grading:
I don’t grade on the curve.  The grade for this course will be based on the student’s achievement of skills and understanding of objectives so designated by the course.  In determining the level of achievement, the following categories of assignments will be used:

· Tests




40%
· Homework




10%
· Projects




5%
· Lab reports



10%
· Class Work



25%

· Semester Final



10%

Letter grades are assigned according to the following scale:

A = 90 %
B = 80% pts

C= 70%
D=60 %
F = below 60%


I have read the welcome letter for Mrs. Blanski’s physics class and understand what is expected.
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