Chemistry Welcome Letter/2009-2010
e-mail: rblanski@avhsd.org
Website:www. rblanski.com
Phone: 661-722-6509 Room S2
Welcome to the exciting world of Chemistry!! I look forward to working with you over the course of the school year.  Work hard and believe in yourself and your efforts will pay off.  The following procedures will help us to get the most out of our time together. 
I. Course Description and Requirements:
The high school chemistry course at SOAR High School will be a one-year lecture and laboratory course that will include the topics listed in the AVUHSD Goals and Objectives.  The major emphasis of the course will be placed on knowing and understanding Chemistry in the world around us. The course will give the students the capabilities to continue their science training at higher levels, through rigorous math and laboratory exercises.  This course is designed for students who are planning career in sciences, or who are planning to attend a 4-year college.

Students will be required to read specific chapters in the text, complete one major project per semester, perform experiments and write lab reports, complete homework, listen to and take notes during the lectures, and pass written tests and quizzes.
II.  Attendance:

A.  Attendance in this course is imperative.  Attendance shall be taken at the beginning of each class.  You are considered late if you are not in your seat and working on the problem of the day when the bell rings. I will deal with tardy according to school rules.
B.  Be aware of missed work.  You are responsible for getting all work missed from a classmate, and all handouts missed from me.
C.  If you are absent the day of a test or quiz for an excused reason, you will be expected to take the test or quiz on the day you return to school.  Do NOT expect to make up tests or quizzes during class time.  They may be taken before or after school.

III. Class Management:  
Classroom management will include:

A. Raising your hand to be recognized for questions or comments.

B. Don't interrupt the learning process.

C. Show respect.

D. Class time is for chemistry work only.

E. All information on the board or overhead is important and is to be copied down in your notes.

F. As a staff at SOAR High School, we are trying to maintain food-free classrooms throughout the campus.  There will be no food or drink allowed in my classroom at any time this year, except for water.  

G. You must obtain a signed pass before leaving the room.
H. Before leaving the laboratory, make sure that water faucets are shut off.
I. Return equipments, chemicals, aprons, and protective goggles to their designated locations.
IV. Homework and Assignments:
· Spend time at home going over your drills and class notes.  Reading corresponding sections of the textbook or reworking solved problems often helps.  Expect to receive a homework assignment for each chapter in the textbook.  Homework will be collected at the end of each chapter.
· Always Title your assignments and Show your Work in order to get full credits.
V.   When - What ?
	Quarters
	Chapters

	1st Quarter
	1, 2, 3, 5, 11, 19

	2nd Quarter
	4, 6, 7, 8, 12

	3rd Quarter
	9,10, 13, 14, 15, 

	4th Quarter
	10, 16, 17, 18, 21


VI. Grading:
I don’t grade on the curve.  The grade for this course will be based on the student’s achievement of skills and understanding of objectives so designated by the course.  In determining the level of achievement, the following categories of assignments will be used:

· Tests




40%
· Homework




10%
· Projects




5%
· Labs




10%
· Class Work



25%

· Midterm & Semester Final

10%

Letter grades are assigned according to the following scale:

A = 90 %
B = 80%

C= 70%
D=60 %
F = below 60%


I have read the welcome letter for Mrs. Blanski’s chemistry class and understand what is expected.

Student Name (please print)

Student Signature:
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Parent Signature: 






           Date
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